
 

Fort Collins Observance of the 38th Annual  

International Hour For Peace 
Sunday, December 31st, 2023, 5:00 - 6:30 a.m. 

 
Joining millions of 
people all over the 

planet to create world 
peace and inner peace 

for 2024 

 
                

 
Welcoming 

and honoring  
all peacemakers and 

all paths to peace, 
sacred and secular 

Unity of Fort Collins   
1401 West Vine Drive, Fort Collins, Colorado, USA 

www.unityfc.org 

Peace Begins With Me 
  Manifesting Personal Peace & Empowerment 

Original artwork courtesy of Ron Radhoff, 2012 

I was afraid of the dark until  

I learned that I am Light! 

And the dark is afraid of me! 

 
International Hour For Peace NoCo 

www.HourForPeace.org

http://www.unityfc.org/
http://www.hourforpeace.org/


 

 

Please enter quietly and turn off cell phones and pagers.   

Babies and young children are welcome in the back. 

This event is being live streamed. 

HISTORY OF THE HOUR FOR PEACE 
www.Quartus.org/WorldHealingDay.html 

 

The December 31st International Hour For Peace, also known as World Healing Day and 
World Peace Day, is a global effort launched in 1986 by John Randolph Price and the Quartus 
Foundation.  It was established to offer people all over the world an opportunity to gather 
together for peace, love, forgiveness, and understanding through a simultaneous global 
mind-link at noon Greenwich Mean Time on December 31st of each year.  Based on the 
Quantum Physics theory that thought and prayer can direct energy and thus create reality, 
the event is designed to break down walls of separation and synchronistically join billions of 
people around the world in silence and meditation, prayer, music, readings, dialogue, dance, 
art, and other ways to create lasting peace on Earth. 

A correspondent from Italy wrote, “This is our ‘Super Bowl', and we plan for it just like 
families and friends in your country anticipate coming together in their homes to watch that 
media event in January.  The victory we see, however, is not one-sided.  The prize is peace 
for all people." 

The Hour For Peace has been an integral part of Fort Collins New Years celebrations 
every one of the 38 years since its inception in 1986.  Since 2013, there’s been a “sister event” 
in Loveland.  Participation is a way for area residents to join billions of people all over our 
planet to focus on world peace and inner peace for the coming year.  When many minds join 
together with the intention of creating peace in the hearts of all people on earth, world peace 
happens!  As Margaret Mead stated, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful citizens 
can change the world.  Indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” 

 

Unity Hour For Peace Program Coordinator:   Jay T. Slovick, MEd 

Unity Hosts:  
Rev. James Yeaw, Rev. Sharon Bush, Leane Gable, Suzanne Carter 

Ushers:  David Johnson, Jim Weimar, Ginny Hout,  
JoEllen Fulton, Dennis Gibson, Francy Lamb 

Music:  Elise Wunder         Overhead Technician:  Gerald Gates 

Sound/Light Technician:  Richard Ricchiuti 

Hour For Peace NoCo Area Coordinator:  Rev. Dr. Victoria Gardner 



 

 

"The Peace Song" aka “Let There Be Peace On Earth” 
By Jill Jackson Miller and Sy Miller, 1955 

 

Original 1955 Version 
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 

Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 
With God as our Father, brothers all are we. 

Let me walk with my brother in perfect harmony. 
Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now. 

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: 
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 
 

One of several versions sung at the Hour For Peace the past 38 years. 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that is meant to be. 

With Love as our Power, Family all are we. 
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 

As peace begins with me, let this be the moment now. 
With every step I take, let this be my joyous vow: 

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.   Oh, 
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin . . . with me. 

 

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi Lyrics 
 

Make me an instrument of Your peace. Where there is hatred let me sow love. 
Where there is injury, let me bring pardon. Where there is doubt, let me sow faith. 

 

Make me an instrument of Your peace. Where there’s despair, let me bring hope. 
Where there is darkness, let me bring light; where there’s sadness, let me bring joy. 

 

Oh, grant me, Lord, that I may never seek so much to be consoled as to console, 
To be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love with all my soul. 

 

Make me an instrument of Your peace, for it’s in giving that we receive. 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and in dying we are born to eternal life. 
Make me an instrument of your peace. 



 

 

Order of Service 
Experience:        Peacemaker(s):           

  

Prelude:         Elise Wunder 
 

“The Peace Song”     Elise Wunder 
        

Welcome & Announcements Jay Slovick, Unity Hour For Peace Coordinator  

Multi-Faith Altar  
 

“The Great Invocation”    Camina Sylvestro and Dominick Antonelli 
 

Music “Deep Peace” by Donovan    Elise Wunder 

Pre-Meditation       Carol Skylark and Michael Steven 
Calming our Energies and bringing them into UNISON 

3 minutes of Silent Meditation           All.   Then all who wish, please read aloud. 
                                                                Led By Rev. Sharon Bush and Rev. James Yeaw 

 

John Randolph Price World Healing Meditation 

In the beginning . . . . . In the beginning God. 

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  

And God said, “Let there be light!” And there was light. 

Now is the time of the new beginning.  

I am a co-creator with God, and it is a new Heaven that comes,  

as the Good Will of God is expressed on Earth through me.  

It is the Kingdom of Light, Love, Peace and Understanding.  

And I am doing my part to reveal its Reality. 

I begin with me. 

I am a living Soul and the Spirit of God dwells in me, as me.  

I and the Father are one, and all that the Father has is mine.  

In Truth, I am the Christ of God. 
What is true of me is true of everyone, for God is all and all is God.  

I see only the Spirit of God in every Soul.  

And to every man, woman and child on Earth I say:  

I love you, for you are me.  You are my Holy Self. 

3 minutes of Meditation    All.  Accompanied by Elise Wunder on Flute 

 



 

 

All who wish, please read aloud. 

I now open my heart, and let the pure essence of Unconditional Love pour out.  

I see it as a Golden Light radiating from the center of my being,  

and I feel its Divine Vibration in and through me, above and below me. 
I am one with the Light.   I am filled with the Light.  

I am illumined by the Light.   I am the Light of the world. 
With purpose of mind, I send forth the Light.  

I let the radiance go before me to join the other Lights.  

I know this is happening all over the world at this moment.  

I see the merging Lights.  There is now one Light.  

We are the Light of the world. 

The one Light of Love, Peace and Understanding is moving.  

It flows across the face of the Earth, 

Touching and illuminating every soul in the shadow of the illusion.  

And where there was darkness, there is now the Light of Reality. 

 

3 minutes of Meditation      All.  Accompanied by Elise Wunder on Flute 
 

All who wish, please read aloud. 

And the Radiance grows, permeating, saturating every form of life.  

There is only the vibration of one Perfect Life now.  

All the kingdoms of the Earth respond, and the Planet is alive with Light and Love. 
There is total Oneness, and in this Oneness we speak the Word.  

Let the sense of separation be dissolved.  

Let mankind be returned to Godkind.  Let peace come forth in every mind.  

Let Love flow forth from every heart.  Let forgiveness reign in every soul.  

Let understanding be the common bond. 

And now from the Light of the world,  

the One Presence and Power of the Universe responds.  

The Activity of God is healing and harmonizing Planet Earth.  

Omnipotence is made manifest. 
I am seeing the salvation of the Planet before my very eyes,  

as all false beliefs and error patterns are dissolved.  

The sense of separation is no more;  

the healing has taken place, and the world is restored to sanity. 
This is the beginning of Peace on Earth and Good Will toward all,  

as Love flows forth from every heart, forgiveness reigns in every soul,  

and all hearts and minds are one in perfect understanding. 
It is done.  And it is so! 

 



 

 

Experience:        Peacemaker(s):            
 

3 minutes of Silent Meditation    All   
 

Post Meditation      Carol Skylark and Michael Steven 
Coming back from the meditation and ARISING strong and joyous. 

Greet Your Fellow Peacemakers! All.  Stand and move about as you are able. 
Passing of the Peace. 

 

Legislative Activities, Peace Poles     John Kefalas, Larimer County Commissioner, 
and Tribute to Father Don  and former Colorado State Legislator 

Speaker        David Stallings, Baha’i Community  

“Prayer of St Francis of Assisi”   Elise Wunder 
By Sebastian Temple 

 

“Where True Power Lies” and Christinia Eala, Lakota Tribal Elder,  
Tribute to George Bishop  Holy Woman, and Water Protector 

 

Blessing of the Offering    All, led Rev. James Yeaw 
Unity Prosperity Blessing: 

“Divine Love, through me, blesses and multiplies all that I am,  
all that I give, and all that I receive.  Thank You, God!” 

Please make tax deductible checks to Hour For Peace, 501C3 #84-1152107 
 

Offertory       Elise Wunder 
“Hymn of Healing” by Beautiful Chorus 

“I am a radiant being of light and healing. 
I feel peace, I am safe, I heal from a whole place.” 

 

Peace Poetry & Activism Paul Gessler, Veterans For Peace NoCo Founder, 
Peace Fellowship, and “Back From the Brink” 

Closing Announcements   Jay Slovick  

Benediction       Rev. Sharon Bush 
 

“The Peace Song” (p. 2)    All, Led by Elise Wunder       

 



 

 

*Please linger and enjoy coffee, conversation, connection, and community. 
*Please visit our information tables for more about local 
peace, faith and humanitarian organizations and activities 

so you can practice and create peace in our world all year long! 
*Please take selfies at Unity’s Peace Pole and post on social media. 

 
       The 2023 Hour For Peace was made possible by the following individuals 

and organizations.  We are deeply grateful for their loving contributions! 

“Blessed are the Peacemakers, for they shall be called the Children of God.”  Matthew 5:9 

Rev. Dr. Victoria A. Gardner – Area Coordinator, Treasurer, Flyers, Publicity, Programs, Website, 
Facebook Page, Loveland Host.  Dr. Vickie is a Spiritual & Health Psychologist, Educator, Author, Grief 
Counselor, Interfaith Chaplain & Music Minister, Musician, Singer & Songwriter. 970 227-1539, DrVickie@att.net 

Jay T. Slovick, MEd – Unity Program Coordinator.  A practicing Psychotherapist, he also leads study groups in 
Loveland & Fort Collins for the teachings of Dr. David R. Hawkins.  720 933-1958, JayTSlovickMEd@gmail.com  

Rev. James Yeaw, MS, DD, and Rev. Sharon Bush - Spiritual Leaders and Event Hosts, Unity of Fort 
Collins.  970 482-1620, 1401 W Vine Dr., Ft Collins, www.unityfc.org 

Suzanne Carter, MA, LPC – Sponsor. Also an ordained Unity Minister, Suzanne can help you heal your soul 
and fulfill your Divine Purpose.  Animal Assisted Psychotherapy, EMDR, Grief Therapy, Spiritual Counseling, 
Adult, Child, Adolescent & Family Therapy. Author of ALL CHILDREN ARE GIFTED: Raising Confident and 
Aware Children. 720 540-6738, equinelites@aol.com; https://unitywholenesscenter.com 

Christinia Eala – Sponsor, Speaker. Christinia is a Lakota Elder, Water Protector, and the Founder of 
Tiyospaye Winyan Maka (Extended Family of Women of the Earth), dedicated to promoting Housing, Energy and 
Nutritional Sovereignty for Indigenous Families, with emphasis on the Pine Ridge Reservation Earth Dome 
Building Project.  970 494-0700, christiniawin@yahoo.com, or visit http://winyanmaka07.webs.com/index.htm . 

Carol Skylark – Pre and Post Meditations, Website Artwork. Aura Portraits, Energy Readings, Healing, and 
TV Production. “Seeing is believing.  Vision creating is the next step.” She will be teaching via the website blog  
“Arise”, ariseyourenergy.com and imparting a personal and global empowerment practice that’s been her passion 
for 50 years.  970 225-6981,Carol Skylark@gmail.com. Samples of her work are at https://CarolSkylark.art .  

Elise Wunder – Music.  elise.wunder@gmail.com 

Fort Collins Area Interfaith Council — Supporter, Publicity.  “Facilitating interfaith understanding, cooperation 
and action towards the greater good in our community.”  www.fortcollinsinterfaith.org 

2 Healing Hearts Ministry: Two healing hearts dedicated to healing hearts – Sponsor. Contact Victoria at 
970 227-1539.  Christian music albums available on YouTube, Apple/ITunes, Spotify, IHeart Radio, and Amazon.  
Links at www.Facebook.com/2healinghearts. 

Vi Wickam – Internet Service Provider, Sponsor.  Online Marketing Expert and Web Marketing 
Strategist, (970) 215-6366, Vi@Wickam.net; https://www.viwickam.com .    Vi "The Fiddler" Wickam is also a 
champion Violin/Fiddle Performer and Teacher.  https://www.vithefiddler.com; youtube.com/vithefiddler; 

https://www.facebook.com/vithefiddler
https://www.youtube.com/vithefiddler?fbclid=IwAR2p2okNCcCBs1Pe44qbHM3c2G0GodW5rfqAgj5ev2wk9XhvB8PobGOtKmg


 

 

Churches for Middle East Peace – Sponsor.  Working together, justice can prevail, peace is possible.  Calling 
for de-escalation, humanitarian access, and addressing systemic issues in Israel/Gaza/Palestine. www.cmep.org 

Fort Collins Quakers, “The Religious Society of Friends” -  Sponsor.  2222 West Vine Drive, Fort Collins, 
CO. “Peace, equality, simplicity, integrity, community. These are our core values.”  They believe "there is that of 
God in each and every person" and that peace in the world begins with peace at home.   "Let us try what love will 
do."   Contact Deb & Bob Stucklen, 970-667-4350, stucklen@q.com; or visit http://fortcollinsquakers.org/ 

Tesla Academy - Sponsor.  Founded in 2006 to teach the Science, Technology, and Philosophy of Nikola Tesla, 
it includes Advanced/Alternative Energy Research & Sources, Climate Change, Ecology, Alternative/Natural 
Healing Modalities, Logic, and Ethics. This knowledge can help overcome Pandemics, Socioeconomic and Racial 
Injustice, Climate Change, and the systemic devaluing of our planet caused by valuing short-term wealth and 
power more than the Sanctity of Life.  www.teslaacademy.info; facebook.com/NikolaTeslaAcademy 

FC NIOTA: Fort Collins Not In Our Town Alliance – Supporter.   A community-based effort to create and 
support collaboration among individuals, agencies, organizations and local governments to address the cause 
and effects of prejudice, discrimination and hate motivated behavior.  www.niot.org 

FC-CAN:  Fort Collins Community Action Network for Justice, Peace and the Environment – Supporter, 
Publicity.  970 419-8944, info@fccan.org; www.fccan.org 

Rosemary Graff, Farmer For Peace – Supporter.  Laughing Buck Farm provides:  Riding Lessons, Fresh Eggs, 
Farm School, Events, Camps, and Goat's Milk Soap.  970 203-4568, rosemaryjg@yahoo.com; 
www.laughingbuckfarm.com; https://www.facebook.com/LaughingBuckFarm 

David Balsiger Legacy – Sponsor.  A lifelong Truth-seeker and Peacemaker, David’s life and work continue in 
his Museum Exhibit “The Life and Times of David Balsiger”, and in his books, films, and research that are 
available to museums, libraries, churches, scholars, and teachers.  http://hourforpeace.org/pdf/BalsigerObit.pdf .  
United Nations Association of Northern Colorado – Supporter. The vision of UNA-USA is a world in which 
humanity is spared the scourge of war, human rights are honored, the natural environment is protected, and the 
U.S. is a constructive member of the U.N. for the well-being of all humankind.  https://unausa.org/   

Peace Circles LLC, Kiri Saftler, MSD – Supporter. A Peace Circle Facilitator and Trainer who offers many 
types of restorative circles for children, schools, business teams, and community groups, she helps them "listen 
and speak from the heart" to build community. 970 215-7581, kiri@peacecircles.com; www.peacecircles.com  

Michael Steven – Pre & Post Meditation. Expert sound healer and master of the Hand Pan Drum and Tibetan 
Bowls. Massage therapist. 402 580-1789. 

Leane Gabel – Event Host, Coffee Bar, Offering Treasurer.  Leane is a longtime Unity member, passionate 
about volunteering here and at Habitat for Humanity. 

Namaqua Unitarian Universalist Congregation – Supporter.  “Open Minds, Helping Hands, and Loving 
Hearts.” Our mission is to foster a beloved community that celebrates diversity, strives for peace and justice, acts 
mindfully for the good of the planet, and inspires spiritual growth through a free and loving search for truth and 
meaning. 725 East 5th Street, Loveland, CO; 970 685-0427, www.namaquauu.org/ 

Paul Gessler - Speaker.  970 490-1527, paulpuma507@gmail.com; He founded the local chapter of Veterans 
For Peace in 2013, www.veteransforpeace.org.  In 1981, he was part of the Walk to Moscow, a grassroots peace 
walk across the country.  “Peace work is a transformative journey of awakening.”  Through “Peace Fellowship” 
and "Back from the Brink" (BftBr), Paul is leading seminars at public libraries on nuclear weapons abolition.   



 

 

Kids Brain Tree FoCo and Le Choix Wellness – Sponsor. Dr. Maxine Haller and Dr. Matthias Haller, Doctors 
of Natural and Bioenergetic Medicine and Licensed Occupational Therapists; Jamie Haller, Licensed Massage 
Therapist, Reflexologist.  Maxine developed the Haller Method for influencing Neuroplasticity and authored Wired 
for Struggle?:   Solutions for the Meltdown Epidemic.   3932 John F Kennedy Pkwy, Suite 10F, Fort Collins, CO.  
970-818-8768, maxine@kidsbraintreefoco.com; https://kidsbraintreefoco.com. They also treat adults and online! 

Buckhorn Llama Ranch – Supporter. We rent pack animals. Altiplano Insulated Llama Clothing and Outerwear. 
8857 Llama Ranch Road, Loveland, CO, 970-829-9878, buckhorn@llamapack.com; https://llamapack.com   

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ – Supporter, Publicity.  Plymouth is a Peace with Justice, 
Open and Affirming Congregation that’s active in the Interfaith Council and the Homelessness Prevention 
Initiative. 916 West Prospect Road, Fort Collins, CO, 970 482-9212, https://www.plymouthucc.org  

Rich Bielak – Webmaster.  And miracle worker!   bielak@frii.com  

Eckankar of Loveland – Supporter.  Religion of the Light and Sound of God, 1135 North Lincoln Ave, Unit 5, 
Loveland, CO  80537  970 663-5302, www.eckankar.org 

Judith Heath, Quantum Energetics Structured Therapy – Supporter.  QEST for health.  970-412-7992, 
JudithQE@gmail.com; www.QuantumEnergeticsHealing.com 

Dhara Rose - Supporter. In addition to Kirtan, she’s also a web designer. 970 556-9039, www.webrose.net  

Islamic Center of Fort Collins —  www.icfc.org 

Congregation Har Shalom — Supporter.  www.congregationharshalom.org 

Lucie Blanchard – Publicity.  New Consciousness Network.   lucieblanchard@comcast.net 

Food Not Bombs – Supporter.  http://foodnotbombs.net/ 

Mother Earth’s Elements:  Lorene Davies – Supporter. https://www.motherearthselements.com/ 

Center for Spiritual Living, Northern Colorado – Supporter.  cslnoco.org 

Cre8vity Unltd  – Sponsor.  Creative Problem Solving Workshops, Consultation & Resources for Organizations, 
Exceptional Individuals, Musicians, Artists, & Healing/Helping/Rescuing Pros. 970 227-111539, cre8vity@att.net 

Loveland Peacemakers – Supporter.  We support various community wide educational, awareness and activist 
efforts to promote non-violence and an end to war. Contact Val McCullough, val@frii.com; 970 667-4394.   

The Peace Alliance.  Working to create a U.S. Department of Peace (HR808), www.thepeacealliance.org.    

David Stallings – Speaker. Baha’i Community Representative.  970 889-7011, stallingsdw9@gmail.com   

John Kefalas - Speaker, Father Don Tribute.   Larimer County Commissioner and former Colorado State 
Legislator. jkefalashd52@frii.com;  https://www.larimer.gov/elected-officials/john-kefalas 

Please contact these local peacemakers for more information about 

Northern Colorado peace, humanitarian and faith organizations and activities, 

And to support the businesses that sponsored the 2023 Hour For Peace. 

Very special thanks to all our Unity Volunteers: Gerald Gates, David Johnson, JoEllen Fulton, Ginny Hout, 
Dennis Gibson, JoEllen Fulton, Jenny Brummer, Jim Weimar, Nancy Rehe, Judy Trimbur, Jenny Brummer, 
Celine Burgett, Amber Schoch, Sharon Elias, Stephanie Thieman, Suzanne Carter, and Julie Schoenbauer, Unity 
Church Administrator who provided integrity, compassion, and support above and beyond the call of duty! 



 

 

The 2023 Hour For Peace NoCo is dedicated to our beloved Father Don Willette who 
found Eternal Peace May 25th at 82 and Peacemaker George Bishop who joined him 
November 26th at 69.  Father Don hosted the Fort Collins Hour For Peace at St. John 
XXIII from 2006 through 2011, and graciously welcomed peacemakers from all faiths.  
A Mohawk with Bear Energy, George shared his spirituality and helped with the 
event many years. See their memorials on our website, www.HourForPeace.org 

 

Father Don 
(left)  

6/26/1941 – 5/25/2023 

George Bishop 
(right)  

8/31/1954 – 11/26/2023 

 
 

Many Thanks to the Sponsors of Our Peacemakers’ Super Bowl! 

2 Healing Hearts Ministry;   Suzanne Carter, MA, LPC;   Veterans For Peace; 
Vi “The Fiddler” Wickham;  David Balsiger Legacy;  Fort Collins Quakers;  
Tiyospaye Winyan Maka;   Kids Brain Tree FoCo and Le Choix Wellness;  
Skylark Productions;   Tesla Academy;   Churches for Middle East Peace  

    

    The umbrella organization of the Northern Colorado Observances of the International Hour For 
Peace (Hour For Peace NoCo) is the International Association for New Science, a Wellington 
non-profit corporation (501C3 #84-1152107) dedicated to research and education in both 
traditional and non-traditional fields of science.  Headed by longtime peacemaker Bob Siblerud, 
IANS brings together scientists, professionals and lay people.  New Science includes topics and 
phenomena which cannot be explained by traditional science, such as the power of prayer and 
consciousness, yet have the potential for significant benefit to the health of humanity and planet 
earth.  For more information, contact Dr. Vickie, 970 227-1539, Hour4Peace@att.net . 


